In this response, I will share some insights from the DRC context that draw on similar issues raised by Annette. In line with Annette's notes I believe that restorative justice can similarly be a piece of the Congolese transitional justice puzzle.
The Congolese peace agreements
Similar to the Colombian case, the conflict in the DRC is complex. In 1996-1997 Laurent In the east of the DRC, justice is remotely located and too expensive to be accessible for victims in rural communities. The Congolese justice system requires those seeking justice to pay fees for every step of the procedure from issuing the arrest warrant to getting a judgment. to atrocities that occurred during two decades of conflicts necessarily requires a broader framework that gives equal access to justice for those who have experienced violations that do not amount to crimes of international nature and crimes that do not involve sexual violence such as summary execution, damages to properties and the looting of assets.
Delivering justice to these victims is complex, in terms of legal framework, mechanisms and priorities.
Restorative justice potential contribution to the Congolese process
Similar to Colombia, in the DRC, the restorative justice potential for dealing with the legacy of the conflict has not been fully utilised. So far, the prosecution efforts have failed to deliver justice to the large number of victims. In the east, impunity remains the norm rather than the exception. The failure of the demobilisation and security sector reform processes has meant that many of the perpetrators are now members of the army and security forces and continue to enjoy impunity and pray on the local population. The non-execution of sentences has also meant that those who are convicted continue to room free in total impunity. Reparation orders against perpetrators are almost never executed even when the government is condemned in Solidum. The lack of commitments from the Congolese government to execute judgments and pay for the reparation orders to survivors has meant that all the international communities' efforts in improving the capacity of the Congolese criminal justice system to prosecute did not have any positive impact on survivors on the ground.
In eastern DRC, criminal prosecutions have little cultural resonance among the rural communities who continue to use the traditional justice system and particularly friendly agreements arranged at the level of the customary chief. Most of the population in the rural areas are unable and unwilling to access the criminal justice system due to issues of remoteness, complexity of the procedure and unaffordability (Aroussi 2016) . In the east, the practice of delivering justice necessarily involves reparative and restorative measures that are at the heart of victims' perceptions of what justice is. As such in the east of the DRC, restorative justice can arguably play an important role in delivering a form of justice that is both meaningful and accessible to the victims. Since the Congolese peace agreements allowed for the establishment of truth commissions, it would be of utmost importance that a restorative process for eastern Congo is set up.
